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DAES enews
EDITOR’S NOTE
Dear Readers,

I am very excited to present to you the fourth issue of your 
favourite DAES E-newsletter. A lot is happening in the Agriculture 
sector as the Ministry is geared towards bringing agricultural 
developments in the country. DAES E-newsletter is there to make 
sure that you don’t miss out on exciting agricultural news and 
information from across the country. 

In this edition, journey with me to Salima, one of the ADDs 
where the Ministry launched the Manure use campaign, and to 
the Department of Crop Development where we see one of the 
technologies introduced by the Ministry to reduce tomato post-
harvest losses. Apart from these, I believe you will find more 
exciting news as you read. 

To our valued readers, we are always looking forward to 
improving the delivery of our services. Therefore, your comments 
are always welcome and can be sent to our email address 
acbranchmw@gmail.com 

Enjoy your reading! 
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The Department of Agricultural 
Extension Services (DAES) 

has the mandate to disseminate 
agricultural information and 
messages to the farming 
community in the country. DAES 
uses agricultural demonstrations, 
field days, tours and learning visits, 
radio and television programs 
among others to reach out to 
farmers. Despite the effort by 
the department in disseminating 
messages, there has been low 
and slow adoption of modern 
agricultural technologies by 
smallholder farmers in the country. 
This has been due to inadequacy 

DAES PROFILES FARMERS FOR 
ESOKO PLATFORM

By Tuchitechi Hawonga and poor mobility of front line staff 
in the sector among others. As one 
way of making sure that farmers 
are accessing information, which 
could eventually lead to increased 
adoption of modern farming 
technologies and productivity, 
DAES embarked on a lead farmer 
profiling exercise for ESOKO 
platform in July. 
ESOKO is an electronic platform 
which means “electronic Market”. 
ESOKO started and was first used 
in East Africa, Kenya. Being an 
electronic platform, farmers are 
first profiled/registered in the 
database using their mobile phone 
numbers. Once profiled, farmers 
receive seasonal agronomic 

messages in the form of Short 
Message Services (SMSs). 
With support from Agriculture 
Sector Wide Approach Support 
Project II (ASWAp-SP II) and 
Modernized Climate Information 
and Early Warning System 
(M-CLIMES), DAES carried out a 
lead farmers profiling exercise for 
ESOKO in Chitipa, Karonga, Salima, 
Nkhatabay, Blantyre, Chiradzulu 
among other districts. The profiled 
lead farmers will receive agronomic 
messages fortnightly through their 
cell phones. The Ministry is looking 
forward to profiling 60,000 lead 
farmers who are expected to reach 
out to 900,000 follower farmers in 
the country by 30thJune 2020. The 
service is for free to farmers. 
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practices through the Agricultural 
Development Divisions (ADDs) to 
address the problem of declining 
levels of crop productivity as cited 
in many studies conducted in 
Malawi and other countries in the 
sub-Saharan Africa region.   

Salima ADD launched its 

campaign at Mphonde Extension 
Planning Area (EPA) in Nkhotakota, 
under the theme, ‘Climate 
Resilience through Manure use, 
Irrigation and Improved Livestock 
Management’.

Speaking at the launch, Senior 
Deputy Director in the Department 
of Agriculture Research Services 
(DARS), Dr. Lackson Salipila who 
was the Guest of honor at the 
event, said use of manure is 
very important and that is why 
government through the MoAIWD 
has embarked on a campaign 
promoting the use of manure 
among smallholder farmers. He 
further added that manure has 
several advantages which result in 
increased crop productivity.

“Manure has several advantages, 
one of them being retaining water 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE EMBARKS ON 
MANURE USE CAMPAIGN

Manure has several 
advantages, one of them 
being retaining water in 
the soil. Nowadays, we 
are not having enough 
rains like we used to have 
in the past. Manure helps 
to hold rainwater and 
that water can sustain 
the growth of crops in the 
field. - Dr. Lackson Salipila

"

Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Water Development 

(MoAIWD) is on a national wide 
campaign promoting the use 
of manure among smallholder 
farmers. The Ministry has been 
launching manure use campaigns 
including other good agricultural 

By Khalani Makunje
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in the soil. Nowadays, we are not 
having enough rains like we used 
to have in the past. Manure helps 
to hold rainwater and that water 
can sustain the growth of crops in 
the field,” said Dr. Salipila.

The guest of honor inspected 
some manure making stations 
before speaking to farmers who 
gathered at Mphonde EPA. At 
Mphonde village, farmers have 
been taught how to make different 
types of manure such as Nkhokwe, 
Chimato, Bokasha, Mpenda 
Mphepo, and Chinese.
Marieta Mkandawire, a Lead 
farmer from Mpondagaga Section 
which is under Mphonde EPA, 
commended the use of manure 
saying it increases productivity. “As 

Vitekete Cluster, we are now using 
manure which we make on our 
own. Our soil here is infertile, but 
since we started using manure we 
are now able to harvest enough 
produce for our families,” she said.
Apart from improving soil fertility, 
manure helps to improve soil 
structure which increases water 
holding capacity and provides a 
suitable environment for crop 
growth. The Ministry is in the 
course of encouraging farmers 
to follow all good agricultural 
practices and diversify enterprises 
to mitigate the impact of climate 
change consequently improving 
their household food, nutrition, 
and income security.

Mpenda Mphepo manure

Changu (Chinese) manure

In a bid to mitigate post-harvest 
losses of tomato, the Department 

of Crop Development (DCD) in the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Water Development has 
introduced technology of plastic 
tomato trays which can be used to 
safely carry and transport tomatoes. 

PLASTIC TOMATO TRAYS TO 
REDUCE POST-HARVEST LOSSES

Farmers and officials from the Ministry pose for a group photograph after the handover ceremony

The technology is being 
implemented under the Korea-
Africa Food and Agriculture 
Cooperation Initiative (KAFACI), 
a project funded by the Korean 
Government.

According to DCD’s Assistance 
Chief Horticulture officer, Mr. 

Mathias Nkhoma, the project 
aims to reduce postharvest losses 
of horticultural crops. Nkhoma 
indicated that the DCD has since 
chosen tomato as the crop on 
which the project should be 
implemented, this is because the 
crop has the highest postharvest 

By Khalani Makunje
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value per annum, therefore, 
preserving it will have great 
impact,” said Nkhoma.

Speaking after receiving the 
trays, Mr. Sikalioti Mwanza who 
is the Chairperson of Themba 
- Lipimbi irrigation Scheme, said 
they are very happy and grateful 
for the development saying it will 
help to reduce postharvest losses 
and help them make more profit. 

“A lot of tomato is damaged 
when we carry using baskets. I 
believe that these trays will help 
to deal with that problem. As a 
scheme, we will keep the trays 
safe and our members will be 
borrowing whenever they want to 
use them,” he said.

The trays are easy to clean, 
easy to carry, and can be stacked 
with tomatoes inside without the 
fruit getting damaged. To reduce 
overheating, which also damages 
tomato in storage, the trays are 
well ventilated with enough air 
spaces. 

losses among other horticultural 
reasons.

“We chose tomato because of 
several reasons. Tomato has the 

highest postharvest losses among 
the horticultural crops. Secondly, 
the crop is grown throughout the 
year and has the biggest trade 

A Symbolic presentation of the trays to Themba-Lipimbi Irrigation 
Scheme farmers

ASWAp-SP II GROOMS COMMUNICATION 
OFFICERS ON DOCUMENTING SUCCESS STORIES

Dr. Chimbuto and ACB officers who attended the training

Effective communication is 
of great importance in the 

dissemination of agricultural 
messages and promotion of good 
agricultural practices to increase 
agricultural productivity.  To 
improve effective dissemination 
of messages, Agriculture Sector 

By Zodwa Munthali
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in documenting success stories for 
various agricultural projects,” said 
Dr. Chimbuto.

He added that ASWAp-SP II will 
provide more tailor-made trainings 
that will be responsive to mid-term 
and long-term needs of the ACB 
team.

One of the participants during 
the training, Tuchitechi Hawonga, 
said the training has helped them 
to strengthen and improve their 
skills in as far as success and 
feature story writing is concerned. 

“Our confidence has been 
boosted, our knowledge base has 
been expanded and we are geared 
to writing stories that will bring 

impact to stakeholders and farming 
community. We are looking 
forward to having such important 
trainings in the near future,” said 
Hawonga.

ASWAp-SP II is a Multi-donor 
Trust Fund (MDTF) Project under 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water Development, 
which is being funded by 
European Union (EU), Irish Aid, 
Norway, United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
and Flanders. The project is being 
implemented in Lilongwe, Kasungu, 
Mzimba, Chitipa, Ntchisi, Mchinji, 
Ntcheu, Zomba, Phalombe, Thyolo, 
Dedza, and Mulanje.

The aim of 
the training is 
threefold; to 
provide extensive 
skills, to act as a 
refresher course 
and to offer an 
opportunity for 
the participants to 
share experiences 
in documenting 
success stories 
for various 
agricultural 
projects - Dr. Chimbuto.

Wide Approach Support Project 
(ASWAp-SP II) organized a training 
for officers in the Agriculture 
Communication Branch (ACB) 
under the Department of 
Agricultural Extension Services 
(DAES) to boost their skills in 
documenting success stories. 

Speaking at the training, ASWAp-
SP II Communication Specialist, Dr. 
Joseph Chimbuto said the training 
aimed to improve capacity of 
ACB staff in documenting success 
stories for the agricultural projects 
including ASWAp-SP II. 

“The aim of the training is 
threefold; to provide extensive 
skills, to act as a refresher course 
and to offer an opportunity for the 
participants to share experiences 

"
KNOW DAES 

Department of Agricultural 
Extension Services (DAES) has 
five Branches. 

Extension Methodology and 
Systems

Responsible for developing 
extension approaches and 
systems for extension delivery

Agribusiness Development

Responsible for promoting 
commercialization of agriculture

Food and Nutrition

Responsible for ensuring that 
households achieve food and 
nutrition security through 
diversified production and diets

Agriculture Gender Roles and 
Support Services
Responsible for mainstreaming 
gender, HIV, and AIDS in 
agricultural policies, programs, 
and projects

Agricultural Communication 
Branch
Responsible for development 
and distribution of print and 
electronic agricultural messages 
for the Ministry
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FARMERS IN SALIMA EMBRACING 
CROP DIVERSIFICATION

Crop diversification and 
integration are some 

of the good agricultural 
practices which the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Water Development 
is promoting among 
smallholder farmers to help 
them achieve food, income, 
and nutrition security at the 
household level.

In Salima, tomato and 
cabbage are some of the 
most cultivated crops which 
are diversified along with 
other cereal and legume 
crops throughout the year. 
The two horticultural crops 
have proven to have the 
potential of transforming 

By Khalani Makunje

and upscaling farmers’ 
household food, income, 
and nutrition security.

Mr. Gerald Sunganani, from 
Mkhomo Village under Senior 
Group Village Headman 
(SGVH) Kanzimbe, in the 
area of Traditional Authority 
Kalonga in Salima, is one 
of the farmers growing 
more than one crop in 
each growing season. 
Sunganani grows maize on 
his 0.8 hectares field in rain-
fed farming and harvests 
an average of 40 bags 
weighing 50kg each. 

In the last weeks of rains, 
Sunganani plants tomatoes 
in the same field and by 

I get close to 
two million 
five hundred 
thousand 
kwacha from 
this field every 
year. The 
traders come to 
buy right from 
the field. 

-Sunganani

"
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the time he harvests his 
maize, the tomato trees 
have started flowering. In 
90 days or more according 
to tomato variety, he starts 
harvesting and sells over 
MK2.5 to traders who buy the 
crop from the field. 

“I get close to two million 
five hundred thousand 
kwacha from this field every 
year. The traders come to 
buy right from the field,” 
said Sunganani. The tomato 
prices vary according to 
demand and supply of the 
crop on the market.

Mphatso Levison from 
Kamphinda Village, SGVH 
Mkhomo in the same area 
grows cabbage on his 30m 
by 30m plot. He usually 
plants 400 seedlings and 
harvests the same number 
of heads of cabbage. He 
sells each head at a price of 
K100. Levison says cabbage 
farming has helped him buy 
an irrigation pump and now 
he plans to increase the 
size of the plot and number 
cabbages grown.

Crop diversification assists 
farmers to remain food 
secure even when other 
crops fail due to other 
reasons such as erratic 
rains. Farmers are also able 
to meet their household 
demands as they are 
financially stable due to 
multiple incomes from the 
different crops grown.

Gerald Sunganani harvesting tomato from his field                            

 Mphatso Levison watering cabbage in his garden

Farmer selling his cabbage at Chezi market in Dowa
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The long awaited revised ‘Guide to Agricultural Production’ (GAP) 
2018 edition handbook has finally been released. Grab a copy at only 
MK5,000.00  from Department of Agriculture Extension Services 

offices in  Area 4, Lilongwe and all Agriculture Development Divisions 
(ADDs) countrywide. 

GAP is a reference Manual for professionals in Agriculture sector and 
farmers to have easy access to research proven technologies that are 

useful in different farming enterprises. The academia will also find 
this guide useful.

Rush and grab your copy!

MK

5000

AGRICULTURAL RADIO AND TV PROGRAMMES BROADCASTING SCHEDULE
RADIO  TV

ULIMI WALERO TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP

	Wednesdays & Thursdays on MBC 
Radio 1 (13:30 to 13:50 hrs)

	Fridays on MBC Radio 1 (15:15 to 
15:30 hrs)

	Mondays on MBC TV (18:15 – 
18:30hrs)

	Mondays on MBC Radio 2 FM 
(18:00 to 18:20 hrs)

	Wednesdays on MBC Radio 1 (11:30 
to 11:45 hrs) Repeat

	Thursdays on MBC TV (13:00 – 
13:15hrs)

ZOKOMERA ALIMI 

	Saturdays on MBC Radio 1 (11:30 to 
12:00 hrs)

Coming out  Soon 
Watch out for the following publications from the 

Department of Agriculture Extension Services (DAES)

DAES Magazine and  Za Achikumbi Magazine
These are quarterly DAES publications available in hard copies for 

free..........
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